
     

To all our readers 
 
Another half term done in an academic year that continues to inch along the road to 
normality. As you will read in this newsletter we have been busy ensuring that the pupils 
here at Bilbrook Middle have an enriched and varied educational experience. We know 
that it's not just the subject lessons that they will have missed but the experiences 
that really add to life at school.  
 
I'm very grateful for all of the extra hard work staff have done to ensure that the 
children have access to such a great range of opportunities.  
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The Well have written to say thank you for 

your generous donations of food and 

toiletries we received before Christmas last 

year. The total weigh was 63.5KG.  Your 

support has helped the Well provide food 

parcels to over 11,700  individuals and, as 

levels of poverty across the UK continue to 

rise, these  donations make a tangible 

difference. 

God bless you for your generosity! 

 

 

With over 26,900 students from around 100 countries, Birmingham 
University is a large and diverse university set in the heart 
of Birmingham with a focus on practice-based learning. 

On Wednesday 27th April our Year 8 cohort visited The University 
Campus. During the day pupils completed a tour of the University and its 
facilities; which included getting to stand at the foot of Old Joe - the famous 
clock tower and visiting the library which holds 1.2 million books!  

Pupils spent the afternoon exploring options available to them post 16. This 
included apprenticeships, 6th form and college. Pupils explored the wide 
range of courses available including traditional subjects such as English and 
Geography but also more modern courses including surfing management, 
golf course management and even leather technology. Pupils had the 
opportunity to speak to and ask (lots of) questions to current Birmingham 
University Students who are studying a wide range of degree subjects.   

The visit, hopefully,  will give Year 8 something to consider when choosing 
their future pathway Post16. 

The famous clock tower  

“Old Joe” 

REMEMBER YOUR SPONSOR FORM 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Check out our 

updated website on 

bilbrookmiddle.com 

CONTACT US 

Follow our social media pages to keep up to date with school news and events, as well as updates and 

photos of how our students are letting their ‘light shine’. 

 

 @bilbrookcemiddle                          @bilbrookmiddle                                                            

IMPORTANT  —  In line with safeguarding procedures, please 

inform the school of any change to your child’s emergency 

contact details and any new telephone numbers. 
Tel: 01902 840910 

Email: office@bilbrookmiddle.com 

 

Pupil Premium Eligibility  

Families who receive certain benefits may be eligible for Pupil Premium funding. By applying 

for Free School Meals (whether your child decides to have them or not), school will receive 

additional funding in the form of Pupil Premium for your child. This is an invaluable source of 

income to school in times when budgets are being drastically reduced.  

If you think you may be eligible to claim Free School Meals and would like us to help you 

with your application, please contact the school reception.  

To apply online use the link https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards

-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Apply-online.aspx   or email 

freeschoolmeals@staffordshire.gov.uk for more information. 

MESSAGE FOR PARENTS  

As we are approaching the summer 

term and the weather is getting 

warmer, it is important that the 

children are kept hydrated 

throughout the day.  

Please can you ensure that your 

child is bringing a bottle of water to 

school every day, as we are having 

an increasing number of 

students coming to school 

without a drink.  

Thank you!  

Young Voices is the largest children’s choir concerts 
in the world.  Working alongside Place2Be , Young 
Voices aims to raise awareness and support the 
emotional wellbeing of young people. The choir is 
made up of over 150,000 primary school children  
with performances planned at some of the UK’s 
biggest and best venues.  

On May 19th, Bilbrook students joined a choir of  6, 000 children at Resorts 
World Arena, Birmingham to sing in the 25th Anniversary concert. The 
concert started with a fabulous performance of ‘O Fortuna’ sung in Latin, 
and then continued with a variety of songs ranging from Beatles medley to 
a Muppets medley!  

Bilbrook students learned how to beatbox with the Beatbox Collective, they danced some 
of the songs with Urban Strides, they performed one song with sign language and were 
also treated to performances by stars like Yolanda Brown (award winning saxophonist, 
Broadcaster and author) and Natalie Williams who is one of the UK’s most popular soul 
and jazz singer-songwriters!  

A good time was had by all and preparations are already underway for next years’s 
concert!  

BILBROOK CHOIR: Mason, Eddie, Malachi, Ellie, Adrianna, Freya, Sophie and Zara with 
Miss Allen. 

https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Apply-online.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Apply-online.aspx
mailto:freeschoolmeals@staffordshire.gov.uk


As governors we have responsibility for the direction, policies and standards at 
Bilbrook Middle School and we are accountable for its conduct and 

performance.  Visiting the school is an excellent way to observe how it operates on a day-to-day basis. However, our visits also 
focus on the longer term priorities in the School Development Plan (SDP). By reporting back our findings we help all governors to 
make better informed judgements about the progress being made towards these priorities and to inform strategic decision 
making.   

Purpose of visits 

Our visits can be related to agreed, whole school policies including, for example, teaching and learning, assessment and 
feedback, safeguarding, behaviour, collective worship. They can also relate to the leadership and management of curriculum 
developments, the management of the school’s resources, the condition of the buildings and health and safety. 

Benefits to governors: 

To recognise and celebrate the success of students and staff; 

To build effective relationships with staff and have a better understanding of the context in which they work; 
To get to know the students; 

To recognise different teaching styles; 

To monitor policies in action; 

To inform decision making; 

To find out what resources are needed and prioritise them. 

Benefits to staff members: 

To ensure governors understand the reality of the classroom; 

To get to know the governors; 

To better understand the governors’ roles and responsibilities; 

To have an opportunity to reflect on practice through discussion; 

To highlight the need for particular resources. 

What a visit is not about 

Making judgements on the quality of teaching or the professional capability of teachers and support staff: this is the role of 
the head teacher; 

Checking on progress of individual children; 

Pursuing personal interests and concerns; 

Monopolising school/teacher time. 

 

Impact 
Governors’ visits are an agenda item at the termly meeting of the Bilbrook Middle School Committee. The governors 
evaluate how visits enable us to identify the impact of school initiatives. Staff governors can give feedback to their 
colleagues and describe the extent to which the governors’ role has been enhanced. 

The governors can then consider: 

Are our visits achieving the potential benefits identified? 

What worked well? 

Have there been any unexpected benefits? 

How can we make our practice even better? 

 

Andrea Dawson  

Chair of Bilbrook Middle School Governors’ Committee 

 



 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We hope during the Easter Egg hunt at Bilbrook Middle School, the Reception 

children had lots of fun! The Bilbrook Middle School Prefects just want to say 

thank you for your lovely manners and hope to see you again soon! The 

children were going around our school playground and field looking for Easter 

eggs that would spell an Easter related word. The children found all of the 

Easter eggs and have taken home some to enjoy! (The children with allergies 

have been put into consideration and have been given a bag of Haribo).  

There were hopefully many memories made for the children (and for the 

Prefects, too) and we hope they really enjoyed themselves. There are photos 

that will be posted on the Bilbrook Middle School social media which will show 

the lovely time that they had! 

Thank you, 

Bilbrook Middle School Prefects  

Bilbrook Prefects organised an Easter Egg 
Hunt on the last day of the Spring Term 
for some of the students from Lane Green 
First School—everyone had loads of fun 
and found lots of goodies along the way! 

Here is a letter the prefects sent to the 
school! 

Keeping Bilbrook Tidy 

7HB were out and about in the 
community at the start of term 
living our value of Service by 
working with the Friends of 
Bilbrook to ensure that the 
village is clean and tidy!  

The renowned #DitchTheBlade initiative has been rolled out across the county 
once again in a concerted effort to take dangerous weapons off the streets, 

including dozens of knives handed in to surrender bins. Tackling knife crime is a 

priority for Staffordshire Police and partners, under the multi-agency serious 
violence strategy. It is something that is focused upon every day of the year, 
with national intensification weeks used to highlight the issue and the work 
being done in this area. “This is a hard-hitting campaign, but the importance of 

educating people into the impact and harm that knife crime can have cannot be underestimated.  

 
Year 8 spent two lessons watching a live performance based on real-life events. The performance showed a group of young 
adults who had become involved in knife crime and the devastating impact it can have on you and the people around you. Year 8 
then took part in a Q and A with the actors and producers to get a closer look at the story line and the messages that were 
portrayed in the performance.  

 
 Anyone who has any concerns around a young person becoming involved in knife crime or carrying a knife can report their 
concerns via their website, through direct message on Facebook and Twitter or by calling 101. In an emergency always call 
999. Visit the dedicated webpage for more information on the campaign and details of the help and support 
available: www.staffordshire.police.uk/ditchtheblade 

Week commencing 16 May 2022 was Walk to School Week. All 
schools across Staffordshire children, both primary and secondary 
ages, and parents were encouraged to take part.  

“Walking is a healthy, active and non-polluting way of getting to and 
from school. For those families that live too far to walk all of the 
way, try parking 5-10 minutes from the school and walk the rest of 

the way. Walking also contributes to a less congested environment around the school gates making it 
safer for everyone.” Why not give it a try!! 

http://www.staffordshire.police.uk/ditchtheblade




 Dates for Your Diary Summer 2022 

 

Please visit our website and Facebook page for confirmation of these events as they unfold.  

 

PARENTPAY 

Please check your ParentPay account regularly to ensure balances are 

cleared. An outstanding balance may result in your child denied access to 

breaktime snacks or Breakfast Club unless this debt is cleared. 

Any outstanding debt for a Year 8 students will carry forward to the high 

school until the account is paid in full and may prevent 

access to some items. 

Notification of school trips and visits can also be viewed 

on this site. 

30th May to 3rd June HALF TERM 

Wednesday 15th June Sports Day 

Thursday 16th June Standon Bowers Info. Evening for parent/carers at PMS 5.30pm 

Wednesday 22nd June Reserve Sports Day 

Thursday 23rd June Careers Day 

BIG BANG Fair in Birmingham—Year 7 

Friday 24th June INSET DAY 

29th June to 1st July Standon Bowers Year 6 residential 

Monday 4th July Lichfield Cathedral & Beacon Park - Year 7 

Wednesday 6th July Induction Day 1 and  

New Year 5 Induction Evening 

Thursday 7th July HPV Vaccinations Year 8 

Friday 8th July All Years Reports out to parents 

Monday 18th July Year 8 visit to Wolf Mountain 

Tuesday 19th July Moving On Service 

Graduation Evening 6.00pm Presentation followed by BBQ 

21st July to 2nd September SUMMER HOLIDAYS 

Monday 5th September STAFF TRAINING DAY 

Tuesday 6th September START OF AUTUMN TERM 1 

 Whole School Photographs 

24th to 28th October AUTUMN HALF TERM 2022 

 

PARENT REMINDER 

Students should not be on site before 8.30am 
when the side gate is opened. Until that time we 

do not provide supervision for your child! 

Vehicle access is restricted between the hours of 
8.30 and 9.00 am. There is a 5mph speed limit on 

our site! 

It is important that students arrive on time, once 
the registers close they will be marked with an 
unauthorised absence which will affect their 

overall attendance. 


